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Commencement Day Instructions – Monday, June 15, 2026

1. Arrive at 12:00 p.m. Graduates will gather at the west entrance of Matthew Knight Arena.

Please note: a clear bag policy is in effect at Matthew Knight Arena. Graduates and guests are limited to one clear bag per person, along with a small clutch or purse for privacy or medical needs. For
additional details on the clear bag policy, visit the website here.

2. Check in and pick up your card. Your name card is required to enter the line-up area. All graduates will have a card, whether you registered for the ceremony or not; however, if you did not confirm your information in Tassel, some details may be inaccurate. There will be a help desk located just inside the west entrance doors if you need to make any edits. 

3. Follow the cues of the staff.  Commencement staff will help you line up and will guide you to your seats.  Faculty will enter the arena first, and graduates will follow. Students are not required to sit in alphabetical order, so if you'd like to sit with someone, be sure they are immediately in front of or behind you when you line up before entering the arena floor.

4. The card is your ticket to the stage, so be sure to bring it with you to the stage! Your card will be scanned as you approach the stage, and your information will be projected on the screens. It will also be used by our card readers to announce your name. If you forget your card, we will have blank cards which will display “Congratulations graduate” as you cross the stage.

5. Return to your seat. After you cross the stage, staff will guide you back to your seat. Please remain seated for the remainder of the ceremony. At the end of the ceremony, you will be cued when it’s time for your row to leave.  Please wait for staff to cue you to exit.

6. Join us for an Open House. Graduates and their guests are invited back to the Lillis Business Complex for an Open House immediately following the ceremony. Refreshments will be served in the atrium.  

7. If you wish to donate your regalia to a future graduate, the UO Sustainability Center (SSC) will be accepting donations any time after commencement. You can drop off your donated cap and gown at the Erb Memorial Union, Room 005.

Commencement is Substance-Free
To ensure a positive experience for graduates, their guests, and the university community, UO Commencement is a substance-free event except for formal receptions, where alcohol is served in OLCC regulated locations. This includes all activities and applies to indoor and outdoor individual school/college/department ceremonies. Students found in possession of prohibited substances could be subject to sanctions, including but not limited to confiscation of the substance(s), being denied access to commencement activities, or notification to law enforcement of any illegal substances.
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